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The Mission: The Small Business Assistance Program of the St. Lucie County Chamber of Com-

merce helps businesses navigate the regulatory process. Our purpose is to minimize cost, risk 

and time delays when local business seeks to purchase, build, expand, relocate or repurpose 

commercial space. 

Contact: The first six months of the year have been consistently busy as we often see new 

starts ups in the first quarter annually. This is expected. We are continuing to see fewer seek-

ers of “schools” and day cares which is promising as we have made a concerted effort to get 

the word out that physical space for these two ventures is not as easy as one might hope to 

bring into compliance.  We have seen more of an uptick in people seeking commercial space 

and at our last PSL “Before You Sign the Lease” event all attendees were actually seeking 

physical space.  Our first similar event at the county was quite successful and reminded us 

that most people are unaware of the jurisdictions they are in, may potentially be in and it 

very often changes anyway.  So this has made it easier to cast a wider net in accessing poten-

tial business owners. We had approximately forty-two unique visits with program users this 

calendar year. We are finding may contacts involve application processes, this includes state, 

federal and local licensing. We have now requested testimonials, but not surprisingly, few 

responded but we have included them here. 

Types of Businesses: At the beginning of the year we saw a lot of event sector businesses.  

These types of businesses have struggled historically due to a lack of corporate entities in our 

area.  Non-profits seem to be the main drivers of events in St. Lucie County.  In the second 

quarter we have seen an uptick in businesses selling goods.  Whether it foods, home-made 

products and even a couple of small markets. 

Insights:  We have seen so few missteps now that our outreach has become more aggressive. 

The clientele seems to have gotten smarter about knowing there will be a process to opening 

commercial space and fewer attempt to do it without seeking some outside advices or help 

whether its with the jurisdiction itself  or with a group or agency such as ours. 

Outreach: We are now doing the “Before You Sign The Lease” workshop in both the City of 

PSL and St. Lucie County. We had a good turn out of about 10 attendees at our first county 

workshop. Our second workshop is scheduled for August and marketing has already begun. 

The good news about outreach at multiple jurisdiction as noted above, most think they may 

be in one and find out they are in another but we are covering them both. 

Additionally, we continue to outreach to realtors through our quarterly Community 101 pro-

gram.  Attendees at this class typically specialize in residential real estate which is the point  
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as we are trying to reach those who may occasionally work in commercial real estate rather 

than those who specialize in it.  We are also hoping to educate these realtors on the im-

portance in referring potential commercial clients they may come in contact with to us. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (Previously Included) It is important to note, as part of this pro-

gram, the Chamber procures the services of the Size-Up program at the cost of $5000.00 per 

year.  This program provides services to prospective businesses in the form of location identi-

fication, procurement services, advertising opportunities, competitor information, expected 

wages and much more.  The cost for this service comes directly out of the chamber’s budget 

for these programs.  Going forward,  we will be looking to identify more unique ways in which 

we can assist small businesses. We feel the Size-up program information is duplicative in 

many ways and is rarely used by our clientele. 

We have identified a couple of ways in which we feel the $5000.00 may be of better use to 

the small businesses of St. Lucie County. 

Primarily, we would like to establish a data base of certificate of occupancies or business tax 

receipts for all known commercial spaces in operation for the entire county.  This would allow 

us to help small business identify optimal space or the obstacles to potential spaces without 

burdening staff in any jurisdiction.  The knowledge of the use of record could be a potential 

cost savor to all parties resulting in millions of dollars a year. 

Additionally, if we could secure additional funds and bring in our partners from all jurisdic-

tions, we would like to establish some fillable forms that would be acceptable and easy to un-

derstand for some processes. Some items executed by contractors, architects or engineers 

may be templated for their convenience and assisted with by my staff.  This would require de-

velopment and most of all acceptance and a partnership/relationship with professionals that 

would carry a cost.  However, it would be a service that would be well worth the investment 

for small business in St. Lucie County. 

UPDATE: We have been given some tools to access the information necessary to identify 

what a commercial space may have been last legitimately used for and this is helping tre-

mendously. 

NEXT: We would like to be able to access the last filed Life Safety plan for each location. 

 











LF Staffing Port St. Lucie 

Light House for the Blind of the Palm Beach West Palm Beach 

Live Markets & Events LLC Port St Lucie 

Mattamy Homes Boynton Beach 

Nate Reighard Insurance Agency Inc. (State Farm) Fort Pierce 

Nozzle Nolen Pest Solutions Port St Lucie 

Patricia Garcia King, Realtor Port St :Lucie 

Pepe's Cantina Port St Lucie 

Premier Security Port St Lucie 

Pulcinella Pizza & Italian Market Port St Lucie 

Quantum Floors Boca Raton 

Remnant Construction Fort Pierce 

Ridgecap Roofing Fort Pierce 

Romina Massa - Digital Marketing Port St. Lucie 

SaludVIPcare Tampa 

Sam's Club #8150 Port St. Lucie 

SE Logo Wear, Inc Port St Lucie 

SLD Retail LLC Fort Pierce, FL 

Solar Solutions Window Tinting, LLC Vero Beach 

St. Lucie Audubon Society Port  St Lucie 

Stuart Lacrosse Stuart 

Sunland & Co Port St Lucie 

Sunrise Country Preschool Port St Luce 

TC Events Venue Port St. Lucie 

That Crepe Place Port St. Lucie 

The Dog Stop Stuart 

The One Blue Enterprises Port St Lucie 

The Toddler's Club Preschool Port St Lucie 

Total Real Estate Consultants Port St. Lucie 

Town & Country Industries Fort Pierce 

TreasureCoast.Com Port St. Lucie 

Tutu School St. Lucie West Port St Lucie 

Twins Car Wash Roswell 

United Water Restoration Group Of Port St. Lucie Port St Lucie 

Water Babies Swim Lessons LLC Port St. Lucie 

Yvennette Servius State Farm Agent Fort Pierce 


















