
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Honorable Mayor & Members of the City Council 
 

James Stokes, City Attorney 
 

Russ Blackburn, City Manager 
Sally Walsh, City Clerk 
 

Optional Services for Special Election(s) 
 

June 28, 2021 
 
 

As previously indicated, when a special municipal election is not run concurrently with another 
municipality, countywide or statewide election, the cost of that election falls upon the City.  The 
Supervisor of Elections has provided a cost estimate which was previously shared and is also 
attached as an exhibit to this memorandum. 
 

The estimated cost of a single election for the City of Port St. Lucie is between $220,000 and 
$320,000 dollars.  The variant in this estimate is based, primarily, upon several OPTIONAL items 
which can be selected or declined.  These are listed as follows: 
 

ITEM: EST. COST: SELECTION: 
   

 

Early Voting: 
 

Notwithstanding the requirements of § 100.3605, municipalities may provide early voting in municipal elections 
that are not held in conjunction with county or state elections. If a municipality provides early voting, it may 
designate as many sites as necessary and shall conduct its activities in accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 
(a)-(c). The supervisor is not required to conduct early voting if it is provided pursuant to this subsection.  
§ 101.657(e), F.S.  
 
 

Approximate cost for staffing 3 Early Voting locations: $ 45,000  Yes     No 
   

 

Sample Ballots: 
 

(a) Upon completion of the list of qualified candidates, a sample ballot shall be published by the supervisor in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the county, before the day of election. 
(b) In lieu of the publication required under paragraph (a), a supervisor may send a sample ballot to each registered 
elector by e-mail at least 7 days before an election if an e-mail address has been provided and the elector has opted 
to receive a sample ballot by electronic delivery. If an e-mail address has not been provided, or if the elector has not 
opted for electronic delivery, a sample ballot may be mailed to each registered elector or to each household in which 
there is a registered elector at least 7 days before an election.  
§ 101.20(2), F.S.  
 

Sample Ballots. Approximate cost for printing: $ 25,000  Yes     No 

Sample Ballots. Approximate cost for postage: $ 15,000  Yes     No 
   

 

Advertising by the Supervisor of Elections Office:  
 

Newspaper, Radio, etc.: 
$ 15,000  Yes     No 

   



 

 
   

 

Vote-By-Mail Drop Boxes: 
 

Drop Boxes are authorized by Section 101.69, Florida Statutes, at specified locations during the early 
voting period. If there is no early voting, there will be no drop boxes.  If there are drop boxes, the new 
Senate Bill 90 (2021) requires “A secure drop box at an office of the supervisor must be continuously monitored 
in person by an employee of the supervisor’s office when the drop box is accessible for deposit of ballots.”  
§ 101.69(2)(a), F.S.  
 

 

Approximate cost of monitoring Drop Boxes: $ 6,000  Yes     No 
   

 

Legal Services: 
Approximate cost for the SoE if election is litigated: 
 

$ 7,000  Yes     No 

   

 
If the City requires a primary election followed by a general election, these costs will roughly 
double, as these estimates are for each election.  
 
The Supervisor of Elections has indicated that the City will be responsible for actual costs only. 
This could be higher or lower than each estimate. She has indicated that the City could either 
have costs invoiced directly for the City to pay, or have her Office pay and which point we would 
need to reimburse the Supervisor’s Office. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 

It is recommended that the Council determine which options it wishes to select, if any, and direct 
the City Clerk or notify the Supervisor of Elections of the City’s choices. 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 

2021 City of Port St. Lucie - Special Election(s) 

September 14, 2021 

Estimated Cost of Election and Statute Reference 
Item Florida Statute(s) Estimated Cost 

  

Poll Workers - Election Day   $          55,000  

Part Time Workers - Canvassing, etc.   $            7,000  

Polling Place Rental - Various Precincts   $            7,000  

Early Voting Staffing - 3 Locations 

FS 101.657( e ) - Providing 
Early Voting is Optional. 

 
FS 101.69 – Increased cost 
due to SB 90 result in required 
staff monitoring Drop Boxes 
during hours of operation $          45,000  

Ballots - Official & Test FS 101.21  $          38,000  

Sample Ballots 

FS 101.20 - Producing and 
mailing sample ballots is 
optional. Sample ballots could 
be provided in a newspaper 
publication $          25,000  

Sample Ballot Postage FS 101.20 - Optional  $          15,000  

Ballot on Demand Materials   $            3,000  

Communications - Cell Phones, etc.   $            5,000  

Advertising - Newspapers, Radio  - Optional FS 101.20 & FS 101.5612 $          15,000  

Vote by Mail Ballots    $          27,000  

Vote by Mail Ballot Postage   $          12,000  

Vote by Mail Ballots – Office Drop Box Monitoring  

FS 101.69 – Increased cost 
due to SB 90 result in required 
staff monitoring Drop Boxes 
during hours of operation - 
Optional $            6,000  

Professional Services / Attorney - Optional $            7,000  

Election Support - Equipment   $            8,000  

Security - Sherriff Deputies   $            6,000  

Temporary Staffing - Call Center, Support, etc.   $          15,000  

Moving Company - Equip. Transport   $            8,000  

Supplies & Miscellaneous   $          15,000  

  

Estimated Total   $         319,000  

Excluding Estimated Options                                               $            -98,000 
                      $           221,000  
 


