
Heart in the Park

City Council

June 13, 2022



TEAM:

Master Developer of Tradition, 
Southern Grove & Western 
Grove (Since 2018)      

Internationally Acclaimed Artist

Land Planner/ Landscape 
Architect

Civil Engineer

Community Development 
District

CA-RD: JD Carling Architect



REQUESTS:

1. Public Art Review – Request 

for Recommendation for 

Approval to City Council

2. Public Art Request

‘Alternative Equivalent                     

Proposal’ 



Narrative:
The Heart in the Park was first announced on Valentines Day 2021 and since that announcement, the 

creative artists and designers lead by both JEFRË and our client have been actively designing a

monumental and interactive public art piece set within an engaging public space which surrounds and

“hugs” the Heart and visitor center. This will become an iconic piece of art and public space not only for 

Tradition and the City of Port St. Lucie but for the region.

News article from WPTV Channel 5:

"Tradition is what is in your heart, I just want to show how big it can be," said JEFRË who is known for his 

exuberant, large-scale installations around the world that aim to activate public spaces and bring people 

together through a shared experience and joy.

The artist’s international work was recently presented to the public with his first solo exhibition at Orlando 

Museum of Art.

"JEFRË understands our vision for Tradition and how 

integral art is to life in our community," said Dan 

Grosswald, Mattamy President of Southeast Florida 

Division. "When we saw his sculptures around the world, 

we knew that he would create an iconic, recognizable 

piece of art for our current and future residents and for 

visitors to travel to see.“

"My goal is to create an iconic 

landmark for the city and 

people of Tradition, a postcard 

moment that brings people 

together," added JEFRË.



Tradition Acquisition (2018)

TRADITION

(Tradition, Western Grove, 

Southern Grove)

Mattamy Properties

7,500 Residential Units

1,350,000 SF Non-Residential

City of PSL/ GFC

“Jobs Corridor”

1,686 Residential Units

10,500,000 SF Non-Residential



Location

Heart in the 

Park

Centralized Location 

for ALL of Tradition and 

establishes a northern 

‘gateway’ moment for 

the City’s Job Corridor.

Creates a signature 

“experience” along 

Tradition Trail. 



The ‘T’ Trail – Experiences Master Plan

B-Lake



Next Phase of TRAIL

Dedicated TIM Path

Dedicated TIM Path

Multi Use Path

Multi Use Path



Location

Tradition Parkway

Discovery Way

Southwest corner of 

Village Parkway & 

Discovery Way.

The “Heart in the Park’ 

and the adjacent 

‘Shoppes at the Heart’ 

were designed together 

to compliment and 

function cohesively.



Project:

“Heart in the Park” is planned as a signature Trailhead and public space along Tradition 

Trail and has been planned in concert with the development of the Trail, Tradition In

Motion (TIM) autonomous shuttle system and the adjacent commercial shopping center 

(The Shoppes at the Heart).

The Heart and visitor center sit atop a raised public plaza designed as a series of

monumental steps (approximately 3’) above the surrounding Tradition Trail and adjacent 

roadways of Village Parkway and Discovery Way. The heart is oriented to face the

Village Parkway/ Discovery Way intersection as well as align with a pedestrian walkway 

and promenade from the Shoppes at the Heart project. Working closely with the 

Shoppes at the Heart, parking is being provided above the required amount for the 

commercial center to support citizens visiting the Heart. (Please refer to Shoppes at the 

Heart Site Plan City P#21- 239).

In addition to vehicular parking, golf cart and bicycle parking is being provided within 

the planned Heart in the Park property along with public seating/ gathering areas and

the availability to use the raised public plaza for events.



Shoppes at the Heart – Site Plan

Restaurants/ 

Retail

TRADITION TRAIL



Site Plan

TRAIL–Multi Use Path

TRAIL–TIM Path

Heart & Visitor Center

Public Plaza

Restaurants/ 

Retail

TIM Stop

Dedicated 

HEART Parking

Golf Cart Parking/ 

Bike Storage



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist



JEFRE – The Artist

https://jefre.org/



Project Snapshot:

Height: 73’-6”

(3’-6” raised plaza, 10’ Visitor Center, and 60’ Heart sculpture)

Elevated Walkway: 26’-4”

Parking: 10 Dedicated spaces
(located within Shoppes at the Heart)

Budget: +/_ 4.5 to 6 mil.

Maintenance: Appropriate CDD
Operations and maintenance will be the responsibility of the appropriate 
Community Development District.
Hours of operation, illumination, property maintenance and Art Maintenance will 
be outline in a separate agreement.



Click to View Heart In The Park Animation!

https://youtu.be/iId2tcYknGA


Elevated view  overall space



Elevated view looking west



Elevated walkway view 



Elevated view looking southwest 



Village/Discovery – Street View



Village/Discovery – Street View (sunset)



Conversation group seating



Casual seating



TIM Stop



Digital kiosk and seating



TIM Stop (night)



Visitor center entrance



Elevated view  overall space (night)



Cross section



Exterior Elevations



Alternative Equivalent Proposal:

d. Option 4. Alternative Equivalent Proposal. Submit an alternative equivalent proposal

to the planning and zoning director

i. The proposal shall be for installation freely accessible work of art on City public 

right-of-way, on property owned by other public agencies, or on another property 

under the control or ownership of the developer. The proposal may seek 

combination of the public art assessment associated with multiple projects into one 

larger work of art in lieu of several small works of art.

Alternative Equivalent Proposal



Alternative Equivalent Proposal

Alternative Equivalent Proposal:

The proposed Heart in the Park (art, visitor center and plaza) will be freely accessible to

the public. The proposed project site is currently owned by Mattamy Palm Beach, LLC and

upon completion of construction will be conveyed to the appropriate Community

Development District for continued maintenance and operations.

It is requested that this single project with an estimated construction value of at least

$ 4,500,000 be used to meet the Public Art Requirement for ‘Mattamy related development

projects’within Southern Grove, Tradition and Western Grove. Mattamy Palm Beach, LLC

is the Master Developer (with Founder status) for these three Developments of Regional

Impact of which all three are contiguous.



Creditable Projects

Mattamy Properties

7,500 Residential Units

1,350,000 SF Non-Residential



Alternative Equivalent Proposal

PAAB Considerations:

1. Acceptance of 

Creditable Projects List.

2. Should excess Value 

above that being used 

by the Creditable 

Projects list, be 

allocated towards GFC/ 

Jobs Corridor Projects?



Art in Public Places Plan

CONSISTENCY WITH APPP:

1. Location is a ‘priority location’ per APPP;

2. Implements ‘Idea 6: City Landmark’;

3. Implements ‘Strategy 1 and 2’ while 
providing Public Space for ‘ Strategy 3’;

4. Provides more than the minimum 
requirement – in other words, this is not 

the first piece of public art within Tradition 
and it will not be the last;



Art in Public Places Plan



Art in Public Places Plan



Art in Public Places Plan

ACCOMPLISHED.

Creates a sense of place 

Beautify the built environment

Establish community meeting points

Provide opportunities for interaction

WOW.

Creates a sense of place 

This is the definition of highly impactful 

pieces of public art and set within a public 

space that can be transformative.

EMPOWERMENT.

Although the primary artist is not local – the 

creation of this piece and public space will 

provide a destination for numerous 

opportunities.



Art in Public Places Plan



Alternative Equivalent Proposal

Our most sincere ‘thank you’ for 

your time, energies and 

consideration of our requests.


