
United Way of St. Lucie & Okeechobee
& the City of Port St. Lucie

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good __________. I am Denise Helms, Director of Development and am very happy to be able to present to you again this year and update you on goings-on here at the United Way!



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We turned 60! For 60 years, the United Way has worked tirelessly to support health & human service organizations in St. Lucie County.

Fun fact! We were founded on November 16, 1962 originally as the United Fund. As they started referring to themselves as UF, word got back to the University of Florida, and the name eventually changed to the United Way.

We are very proud of our continued partnership with the City of Port St Lucie, and I just wanted to take a few minutes to highlight some of our partnership initiatives as we continue to help the residents here in St. Lucie County.





Funded Programs

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Each year, the United Way invites its affiliated agencies to apply for undesignated funds through the Community Impact Grant process. Community Impact Grants are awarded to affiliated agencies whose programs focus on Basic Needs, Education, Financial Stability, and Health, “The Building Blocks for a Good Life.”




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In our 2021/2022 fiscal year, the United Way of St. Lucie & Okeechobee funded a total of 30 programs for these agencies totaling over $660,000 dollars. None of this would have been possible without your campaign efforts!



Community Partnership 
SchoolCommunity 

Partnership School

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other exciting initiatives Last year, the United Way of St. Lucie County set aside funding to establish St. Lucie County’s first Community Partnership School at White City Elementary.





Community Partnership School

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Partnership School focuses on academics, health, social services, and community engagement, which lead to improved student learning, stronger families, and healthier communities. 

These vital supports include: basic needs such as food, clothing, and toiletries. Connections to critical resources such as healthcare and housing. Academic engagement experiences, parent workshops, and after school programming. On site physical and mental health services. 



ALICE
Asset Limited Income Constrained Employed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I want to introduce you to ALICE.

For a growing number of U.S. households, financial stability is nothing more than a pipe dream, no matter how hard their member's work. These households are ALICE – Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed – earning above the Federal Poverty Level yet struggling to afford basic expenses.

ALICE households:
Span all races, ages, ethnicities, and abilities
Include workers whose wages cannot keep up with the rising cost of goods and services
Often include those who are working two or more jobs and still cannot pay their bills
Include family members who need care and assistance, which makes it harder for their caregivers to find adequate work
Live paycheck to paycheck and are forced to make impossible choices: pay the rent or buy food, receive medical care or pay for childcare, pay utility bills or put gas in the car
Are part of every community nationwide




ALICE
Occupation title (click on the 

occupation title to view its 
profile) 

Employment Median hourly 
wage 

Annual mean 
wage 

Fast Food and Counter 
Workers 

178,960 $10.66 $23,290 

Cashiers 203,420 $11.04 $24,740 
Home Health and Personal 
Care Aides 

66,920 $11.50 $26,390 

Janitors and Cleaners 119,490 $11.86 $27,210 
Waiters and Waitresses 170,290 $10.72 $28,990 
Nursing Assistants 83,010 $13.98 $29,840 
Retail Salespersons 293,350 $13.46 $29,850 
Stockers and Order Fillers 177,600 $14.22 $31,170 
Farmworkers, Farm, and 
Ranch  

680 $14.30 $31,180 

Laborers and Movers, Hand 120,910 $14.39 $32,520 
Bus Drivers, School 14,520 $14.94 $32,970 
Hairdressers, Hairstylists, and 
Cosmetologists 

18,540 $14.17 $33,680 

Medical Secretaries and 
Administrative Assistants 

55,190 $17.55 $35,800 

Construction Laborers 66,980 $17.34 $35,880 
Customer Service 
Representatives 

251,640 $17.35 $36,230 

Office Clerks, General 187,590 $17.48 $36,950 
Grounds Maintenance 
Workers, All Other 

340 $14.71 $37,810 

Secretaries and Administrative 
Assistants 

113,450 $17.80 $37,930 

Maintenance and Repair 
Workers 

100,480 $17.93 $39,670 

 ALICE Myth #1 – Financial 
hardship is confined to 
“poor” neighborhoods.

 ALICE Myth #2 – The 
economy is strong.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This table shows a snapshot of Florida’s labor force.  ALICE works at jobs that are essential to keeping our economy running. They are in retail sales, security guards, cashiers, mechanics, food preparers, movers, office clerks…people we run into all the time. These individuals are going to work but aren’t earning enough to support a bare-minimum budget.

This page breaks down labor force data in new ways, and in so doing highlights the challenges ALICE workers face, including:

The declining power of wages to keep up with the cost of living
A growing dependence on hourly wages

The majority of jobs in the state pay less than $20 per hour, making it difficult for many households to make ends meet, even with two workers employed full time.




		Occupation title (click on the occupation title to view its profile)
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		Median hourly wage

		Annual mean wage



		Fast Food and Counter Workers

		178,960

		$10.66

		$23,290



		Cashiers

		203,420

		$11.04

		$24,740
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		$11.50
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		$13.46

		$29,850



		Stockers and Order Fillers

		177,600

		$14.22

		$31,170



		Farmworkers, Farm, and Ranch 

		680

		$14.30

		$31,180



		Laborers and Movers, Hand

		120,910

		$14.39

		$32,520



		Bus Drivers, School

		14,520

		$14.94

		$32,970



		Hairdressers, Hairstylists, and Cosmetologists

		18,540

		$14.17

		$33,680



		Medical Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

		55,190

		$17.55

		$35,800



		Construction Laborers

		66,980

		$17.34

		$35,880



		Customer Service Representatives

		251,640

		$17.35

		$36,230



		Office Clerks, General

		187,590

		$17.48

		$36,950



		Grounds Maintenance Workers, All Other

		340

		$14.71

		$37,810



		Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

		113,450

		$17.80

		$37,930



		Maintenance and Repair Workers

		100,480

		$17.93

		$39,670



		Heavy and Tractor-Trailer Truck Drivers

		88,980

		$20.82

		$44,980



		Elementary School Teachers

		63,520

		(4)

		$61,510



		Sales Representatives 

		89,710

		$25.50

		$64,840









ALICE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are now out of COVID, but are still feeling taxed with high gas prices, food prices, rent, utilities… its something that we all are experiencing. And for an ALICE family, one financial crisis can send them into poverty. In St. Lucie County, 46% of households fall in the ALICE population or below. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is part of a flyer we created for the City which is housed on the water cooler except yours has a QR code in the lower right-hand corner which takes you directly to the City’s specific page on our website where you are able to enroll in payroll deduction, give a one-time donation, or do a reoccurring credit card donation. This shows the cost of everyday items and how sacrificing one can make a big difference for many. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For our last 21/22 fiscal year, the City of Port St. Lucie was recognized as one of our Top 10 Workplace Campaigns! And over the past 23 years has contributed well over a quarter million dollars, which has gone directly back to serve the residents in need in St. Lucie County.

The City is just kicking off their annual employee giving campaign. Employees have the option to contribute through payroll deduction or as a one-time gift online. 

If each employee contributed just $1 per paycheck, the City of Port St Lucie could generate over $28,000 to help those in St. Lucie County. 100% participation would be amazing!




Citizen Review Panel 
Volunteer



VOLUNTEER

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We value community involvement in helping us to evaluate and meet the needs of our population.  Before any program receives funding, it is carefully scrutinized by Citizen Review Panels made up of individuals right from our own community. We will soon be forming the Citizen Review Panels for this funding year and would love your help.

Volunteer commitment would involve:
Reading your assigned grant proposals and attending the organization’s presentation (in-person site visits). 
Scoring and providing comments on assigned proposals
Participating in the Q&A session with assigned agencies.

Please feel free to reach out to me if this is something you are interested in.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Without the continued support of businesses and individuals in St. Lucie County, none of this would be possible. Thank you for allowing me some time to share some of our initiatives and partnerships with you!





50/50
MAKE A CONTRIBUTION IN

THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY TO
BENEFIT THE UNITED WAY! 



Tuesday, March 29

AT POPSTROKE
11070 SW Village Blvd,
Port St. Lucie, FL 34987

6:30 P.M.
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Port St. Lucie
2022 Employee

Mini Golf outing

Registration fee: $40/adults | $20/children
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UNITED WEthrive!
FOR THE COST OF EVERYDAY ITEMS AND ACTIVITIES, YOU CAN HELP PROVIDE LIFE-
CHANGING RESOURCES THAT IMPACT ONE IN FIVE ST. LUCIE COUNTY RESIDENTS.

$2 
A WEEK

$15 
A WEEK

$10 
A WEEK

$20 
A WEEK

UNITED WAY FIGHTS FOR THE HEALTH,
EDUCATION, AND FINANCIAL STABILITY OF
EVERY PERSON IN EVERY COMMUNITY.

School supplies for one
child for a year

A hospital bed for a
senior recoving at home

Prenatal services for
nine months for one
mother 

Safe shelter for one
person for four nights -
meals & support
services

Personal care kits
(soap, shampoo,
toothpaste, toothbrush)
for 100 homeless
individuals 

Much-needed diapers
to 125 families

A wheelchair, hospital
bed, and lift for a
traumatic brain injury
patient

167 home-delivered
meals for a senior

Nearly two weeks in a
domestic violence
shelter for one
individual

One soda a week for a year
provides:

One coffee a week for a year
provides:

Eating out for lunch one day a
week for a year provides:

One movie night a week for a
year provides:

SCAN NOW TO GIVE!
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